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Introduction

Over the last couple of years some effort has been put into getting Squadron information
available to a wider audience.

Summarising what has been, and is still being, done:

The 550 Squadron Operations Record Book (ORB) is being digitised.

The North Killingholme Station ORB is also available and is being used to complement that
Squadron information.

Photos, log books, personal recollections, etc, from family and friends of aircrew has been
combined with the ORBs and is yielding a rich source of information about the Squadron.

All available online from the Association web-site, as “reports” (on aircrew, operations or
aircraft).

This document outlines how to access that information easily, especially showing how it can
be used to produce “tailored” results.

Two important points to note.

1. The user interface is fairly basic because priority is being given to getting the data
entered. Nonetheless the web-page can still be used to produce “reports” on specific
airmen, operations or aircraft. A future aspiration, once the bulk of the data is
entered, is to make the user interface easier to use.

2. The process of entering all the information from the Squadron ORB is not yet
complete. It is estimated that details of ca. 98% of the air crew are now entered. But
the completion of operations details (including the linking of individual aircrew to
specific aircraft on specific operations) is probably at the 50-60% mark. Therefore
the reports displayed will still show gaps; but the task is on-going and hopefully will
be completed in the not too distant future.
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The Basics

Reports: The reports are run at the time the user clicks the link and they are reporting on data in
a database (hidden “under the covers” so to speak); this means that the user always see the latest
information. If the user were to come back the next day and select the same link again and
information has been added in the interim then the report will automatically see that latest
information. The web-page reports the last time the database was updated so it is always
possible to know how fresh the data is.

URI: the web-page address in the line at the top of a web-page - as shown below.

|f':. 5 RAF 550 Squa(iron and No % v £ RAF 550 Squadron and No % Y ¢5 RAF 550 Squadron and Mo %
. I " S
(& L www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysaql-utils/reports/rpt_squad 'cr'u_ozje'ai'c-ﬂs.:)l'.:)?%a'gei:?-e' in&aircraft=EE139 I

@S BEC News - Hdme E Google Start page &% Global Data Services.. [ Home - Project Ban... [ External APISample [l kGI - Enterprise Port... m QR Code Generjtor: ...

[URI: Uniform Resource Identifier. Fancy name: a means to identify a web-resource, in this case
a specific web-page.]

The section inside the blue dashed line: should not be altered — this is the name of the report to
be run.

The section inside the red dashed line (i.e. after the ‘?’): can be altered by simply typing over to
help you narrow down a database search. Simply type in text to change the name of the target,
or aircraft, to whatever you wish to find out information about.

Some reports, as in the above example, can produce results on a combined search; reports with
more than one possible search parameter will have an ‘&’ in the line as a “separator”.

The ‘?” and the ‘&’ are important; do not type over them.

The user cannot (i.e. should not) change the words the search keywords target, or aircraft, but
the actual target or aircraft can be changed Berlin to Hamburg (etc.) and EE139 to LM273 (etc.).
Stick to these simple rules and the report will generate results pertinent to the query.

The added benefit of more targeted searches: a more restricted search returns data to the screen
more quickly.

If you make a mess of it — no damage done! Just go back to the main reports page and try again.

On the following pages guidance for each report with details on what can be entered in the
available places.
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Main Page Link

Latest Site Updates

Muzeum and Newsletter

20/06/2013
Operation Dodge aircrash 6th Oct 1945: Pomigliano

20/06/2013

“This ops racket isn't so hot; | rather mmk meres no
future In it personally.” Jimmy Travhor G) (KIa)

Service Men and Operations

Photas

20/06/2013
Grimsby Telegraph: 18/06/2013
Bomber to swoop over the area

A LANCASTER bomber from the Battle OF
Britain Memorial Flight will swoop aver North

i b coutmed tha the veteran
alrcraft wll perform a

at 2gm on
Sotaday Jul o i ofthe 50 Squadron

Feunion.

Flane-spottors shold bead to the momor il

| The Fhantom of the Ruhr - 2007 Unveiling ”

in Lancaster Appronch o the st view
The Phantom of the Ruhr - Photas | e o

Launches the “reports” web-page.

See next page.
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Reports Page

7

V ¢ RAF 550 Squedron and Ne % Y £ RAF 550 Squadron and Nc %
S

The URI of the reports page

C | www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/pages/350-sqdn-database-reports.php

=B BBC News - Home [EJ| Google  Startpage &% Global Data Services.. | Home- ProjectBan.. [ Externa APISample [ CGI - Enterprise Port... m QR Code Generator: ...

\

550 SQUADRON INFORMATION

Squadron Records

Below are links te a number information reports about 550 Squadron operations, airmen and aircraft. The information used to build this page was

taken in the first instance from the lists provided on the ariginal Squadron Association web-site

but have been augmented by updated and new

information collected since that time. The information about the men, and the operations they \Elew; is being migrated into a database in order to

aid consistency checks of the information and make the generation of a wide variety of reports easier.

While every attempt has been made to present accurate and correct information there are undoubtedly omissions and errors. If you spot any such

errors do please email in your observations, if possible providing the correction information if you know it. Many thanks in advance for your

assistance in providing as accurate a record as possible of the Squadron activities and the men who served their country.

Information Available

The last time the database was updated is noted

There are now 1737 service men listed in the online record, and the numbers of aircrew and operations records in |
grow:

SERvVICEMEN: 1737  OperaTions/RaIDS: 235 OPERATIONAL FLIGHTS:

{Last updated: 23 June 2013 @ 08:35:10)

& s s K 50 ion s < N

C'  [) www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/pages/550-sqdn-database-reports.php

@ BBC News - Home Google | Startpage 4% Global Data Services.. [ Home-ProjectBan.. [ External APISample M CGI- Enterprise Port... m QR Code Generator: ...

Squadron Operations

Link Description

List of operations fiown by 350 Squadren.
Where available additional information and links to other sites

This list continues to grow and genarates a vary large report - you may want wo consider one of the options below to produce a more manageable,
smalier, list.

List of operations fiown by 350 Squadron to a specific target (e.g. Bremen).
Where available additional information and links to other sites.
To generate an alternative st just replace the text in the web-browser address line after the Ptarget=" (Bremen) to the target of your choice.

List of operations flown by a specific 530 Squadron aircraft (e.g. DV08).
Where available additional information and links to other sites.

To generate an alternative list just replace the text in the web-browser address line after aircraft=" to the aircraft service number of your
choice.

3 List of the operations flown by a single aircraft to a specific target (s.g. operations by EE139 against Berlin).
targst and specific aircraft) Where available additionsl information and links to other sites.

To generate an alternative list just replace the text in the web-browser address line after Ptarget="and after "Baircraft=" to the target and
aircraft service number of your choice. Target and aircraft can be in any order but the " and "&”" are important!

Lower half of web-page with
different reports in each sub-
section.

With examples of how to use to get
more “targeted” result.

The following page will show
examples.

Squadron Personnel

Link Description
Sguadron Servicemen List of servicemen that flew with 330 Squadron.

Where available additional information and links to other sites.

m 01/06/2011

List of servicemen that flew with 550 Squadron, by service (e.g. RNZAF).
To gensrate an alternative list just replace the text in the web-browser address line after the "?service=" to the service of your choice (use
onz of RAF, RAAF, RCAF, RNZAF, USAF, WAAF).

Where available additional information and links to other sites.

service/air force)

7 (with specified m POTTTT
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Squadron Service Men Report

Main (full report) — The complete list of service personnel currently in the database. Takes a
while to load now because more than 1730 service personnel are now listed in the database.

|/|m BBC News - Home x V& RAF 550 Squadron and N X Y ¢ RAF550 Squadronand N X 1 & RAF 550 Squadron and Ne _
& D www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-utils/reports/rpt_sguadron_servicemen.php

BEW BBC News - Home E Google Start page 4% Global Data Services.. [ '] Home - Project Ban... [ External APISample [ CGI- Enterprise Port...

Reduce the report to manageable portions by searching on lastname, service (RAF, RAAF, etc)
or jobabbr (P, Nav, F/Eng, etc)). Or by using combinations of two. As shown below:

Return all the service personal with the surname “Harris” ——————— N

|

I}-,fm BEC News - Home %Y &5 RAF 550 Squadron and Nc xY. &5 RAF 550 Squadron and Ne xY £ RAF 550 Squadron and nl x _ I
= I

[ o C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysgl-uti s_;'re-Jorts_,’rat_scuacﬁrom_sew'ce*nenlzjh:3? astname=Harris 1

|

]

| @@ BBC MNews - Home Google Start page % Global Data Services... || Home - Project Ban.. [ ] External API Sample . CGI - Enterprise Port... m Q

Return all the Pilots (or use Nav, F/Eng, A/B, W/Op, MU/AG, R/AG, A/G): I' - \

L/m BBC News - Home x ¥ & RAF 550 Squadronand Ne % . 5 RAF 550 Squadron and Ne % V& RAF 550 Squadron Jnd Ne X _

<« & I_“] www.>20sgquadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysqgl-utils/reports/rpt_sguadron_ ce”ce en.php?jobabbr=P
X ¥

B BBC News - Home . Google Start page 4% Global Data Services... [ '] Home - Project Ban... [ External API Samplla B CGI - Enterprize Port...
\

Return all the service personal in the RNZAF (or use RAF, RAAF, RCAF, USAF i(: N

|
|/ mm BBC News - Home % ¥ & RAF550 Squadronand No % 1 & RAF 550 Squadron and Ne X ) &% RAF 550 Squadron and NI x _ :
] = 1 ;
|
|

&« C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysqgl-uti s__-'reaorts__-‘rat_scuacfron_serv'ce’nenpho?serv’ce:R\'Z.iﬁ.:

| B8 BBC Mews - Home E Google Start page 4% Global Data Services.. [ Home - Project Ban.. || External APISample [l CGI- Enterprise Port.. m Q

b b <« » / b
Return all the service personal with the surname “James”, and who weje Navigators:

1
/== £8C News - Home % ¥ & RAF550 Squadron and Ne. x 1 & RAF 550 Squadronand Ne % ) (% RAF 550 Squadron and N r _

|
|
|
& = C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-ut s/reports/rpt_squadron_servicemen.ppp?jobabbr=Navélastname=James |
|
/

BB BBC Mews - Home E Google Start page ¢ Global Data Services... [ Home - Project Ban... [ External APISample [l d\GI - Enterprise Port... m QR Code Generator: ..,

Return all the service personal with the surname “James”, and who We]ié in the RCAF:

L/m BEC News - Home % V& RAF550 Squadronand Ne X 1 & RAF 550 Squadron and e x 7 & RAF 550 Squadron and Nelx _
\ )

|

|

- |

- C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-uti s_-'reaorts_-'rat_scuacf*on_sew'ce'nen.1.’13? astname=james&service=RCAF 1
|

7

@ BBC News - Home E Google Start page ‘E;: Global Data Services... [ Home - Project Ban... [ External APl Sample [l FGI - Enterprize Port... [mi QR Code Generator. ...

Key search words: lastname, service and jobabbr
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Squadron Operations Report

Main (full report) — The complete list of operations currently in the database. Takes a while to
load now because a very large number of operations are retrieved along with their associated
aircraft and crews.

Lf BEW BEC Mews - Home xV £3 RAF 550 Squadron and Nr XY ¢ RAF 550 Squadron and Mc )CY £ RAF 550 Squadron and Mo x u
_J

C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysgl-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_operations.php

EE BBC Mews - Home E Google Start page 4% Global Data Services.. || Home- Project Ban... [ External APISarple [l CGI - Enterpri

Return information only about specific target. The target=Bremen generates this list. Adjust this
to the target (Berlin, Hamburg, Mailly, etc etc) you wish to see details about. Note that if there
were multiple visits to this target then they will all be displayed:

L/ @ BBC News - Home xV £ RAF 550 Squadron and Nc % Y £ RAF 550 Squadron and Ne x Y £ RAF 550 Squadron and fllc % _

e : 3 : — ; — -
! . UK/ php-library/mysaqi- sfreports/rpt_squadron_operationg.php ftarget=Bremer
<« C | [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-utils/repaorts/rpt_squadron_ope tc1i p?target=Bremen

| Bl BBC MNews - Home E Google Start page 4% Global Data Services.. || Home - Project Ban.. [ External APISample [l CGI - Enterprise Port... m
\

Return information only about a specific aircraft. The aircraft=DV306 generates this list. Adjust
this to the aircraft service number you wish to see details about:

'_,/ &0 BBC News - Home x v £ RAF 550 Squadron and Ne % Y £ RAF 550 Squadron and MNe X:,' £ RAF 550 Squadron and Ne 4 Y\ £y RAF 550 Squadron an

PEE 5 : : = ; z == ST
C | [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysqgl-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_operat ms.:j-wlzj?a rcraft=0V306

i @8 BBC Mews - Home E Google Start page 4% Global Data Services... [ Home - Project Ban... || External APISample [l C‘EI- Enterprize Port... m QF

Return information about specific target and a specific aircraft. The target=Berlin and
aircraft=EE139 combination generates this list. Adjust these to the target and aircraft service
number you wish to see details about. Note that if there were multiple visits to this target by this
aircraft then they will all be displayed:

L/IEE BBC Mews - Home x h § £5 RAF 550 Squadron and Ne % A{ £ RAF 550 Squadron and N % A &5 RAF 550 Squadron and NE x ,.Y 5 RAF 550 Squadron and Nc % “
|

&« C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysgl-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_operationsphp?target=Berlin&aircraft=EE139

B8 BBC News - Home E Google Start page 4} Global Data Services.. || Home - Project Ban... [ External API Sample CGI - Enterprise Port.., m QR Code Generator: ...

Key search words: target and aircraft
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Squadron Aircraft Report

Main (full report) —.return information on all 550 Squadron aircraft

'm BBC Mews - Home XY, ﬁ RAF 550 Squadron and Nec % 1{{:. RAF 550 Squadron and Mo xy ¢ RAF 550 Squadron and Mo “

C | [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysqgl-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_aircraft_details.php

! @8 BBC Mews - Home Google | | Start page '!;f Global Data Services.. [ Home - Project Ban.. | External APISample [l CGI- Enterprise |

Return information on a specific aircraft, e.g. EE139:

'm BBC News - Home x V& RAF550 Squadron and Ne X Y ¢ RAF 550 Squadronand Ne X V& RAF 550 Squadron and N X _

& - C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php- 'arar",f_f’nysq-ut's_freaor‘ts_frat_squadron_a'rcraft_deta's.ah&?a'rcraft:EEBQ

e

i @8 BBC News - Home Google | Startpage ) Global Data Services.. [ Home- ProjectBan.. [ External APISample [ CGI- Eilterprise Port... m QR Code C

Return information only on aircraft that Failed To Return. The returnStatus=FTR generates this
list: .

Vlm BBC News - Home x ¥ & RAF550 Squadron and N % Y & RAF 550 Squadron and N % ) & RAF 550 Squadron and Ne. _

&« C | [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_aircraft_detai s.php?returnStatus=FTR

- = -

i+ @ BBC Mews - Home Google | Startpage &% Global Data Services.. [ Home- ProjectBan... [ External APISample [ CGI-fnterprise Port... m QR Cod

Return information on a specific aircraft that Failed To Return, e.g. EE193. The aircraft=EE139
and returnStatus=FTR combination generates this list:

ch BBC News - Home x ¥ & RAF 550 Squadron and N % 1 5 RAF550 Squedron and Ne X ) & RAF 550 Squadron and Mc »\l_

1

- |

€& = C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_aircraft_detai !‘oho?a'rcraft:EElQS&returnStatus::TR 1
|

]

\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

7

@0 BBC Mews - Home Google | | Startpage % Global Data Services.. [] Home- ProjectBan., [ External APISample [ CiI - Enterprise Port.., m QR Code Generator: ..,

Key search words: target and returnStatus
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Roll of Honour

Main (full report) — returns the full list of aircrew lost on operations.

yﬂ BBC Mews - Home XY ¢ RAF 550 Squadron and Ne XT &5 RAF 550 Squadron and Me 3(7 £ RAF 550 Squadron and Mo % “

&« = C [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysql-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_roll_of_honour.php

: @@ BBC Mews - Home [ Google | | Startpage % Global Data Services.. || Home - Project Ban.. [ External APISample [ CGI- Enterprise

The same list as above but with more detailed information about each service man. The
value=extended generates this list.

VBE BBC Mews - Home xv._ Q RAF 550 Squadron and Nc xTQ RAF 550 Squadron and Mc xy 5 RAF 550 Squadron and Ne % _
\ J

€& — C | [ www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysgl-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_ro _of honour.php?value=extended

1 B8 BBC Mews - Home Google | Startpage &k Global Data Services... [ Home - Project Ban.. [ External APISample [l CGI -IEnterprise Port... m QR Co

Return the detailed service man information for a specific lost aircraft. Uses the value=extended
along with the aircraft=<service number>: -

Vum EBC Newst Eiome x ¥ & RAF 550 Squadion and N X ¥ 3 RAF550 Squadronand e % 1 ¢ RAF 530 Squadron and N x _

& - C | [1 www.550squadronassociation.org.uk/php-library/mysgl-utils/reports/rpt_squadron_ro _of_honour‘ahi?va ue=extended&aircraft=EE193

B BBC Mews - Home [BY Google | Startpage 4} Global Data Services.. || Home- ProjectBan., [ External APISample [ CGI-Frterprise Port... m QR Code Generator: ...

Key search words: value and aircraft
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