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CHAPTEE 1
OFPEEATIONS 100 & S50 SQUADEONS, WALTHAM.

Cur +irst job atter Joining 102 Sguadron was to be
otimaven Lo Binbrook to ferry a new replacement aircratt back to Waltham, at the
same time, carry out an airtest to ensuwre that there were no maior snaas i the
aircrafti itsalt or it'= eguipment.

The next day 23rd Movember 1943, we were informed that
we wWere now members of "CY Flight and subseguently were briefed for our first
operation and "Jeff'=" thirteenth. Am not sure now whether we had been
allocated our mid upper gunner or not at this point but certainly, we did not
as yebt have our own Flight Engineer. It was EBerlin, 2 major target for the
tirst op, ab well, might as well get a big one under our belt to start with!

fs 1t happened, the aircratt was samewhat faulty and we
weare only able tc attain sinteen thousand fest at the snemy coast with little

liklehood of gaiming more, 50, 1t was decided to abort the trip and reburn to
oase. The "Cookie" and incendiaries were dropped over the MNorth Sea and we
touched down at Waltham after a frustrating flight of just over threes hours.

On the Twentyfitth of Mavembar, 550 Sguadron was forme
out of "C" Flight, 100 Sguadron and continued to operate from Walkham wuntil Frd

January 1944,

We flew on the first operation of S350 Sguadron and our
own Turst (Jetts thurteentn) on Z&6th November, just ocne day after the Sguadron
was formed, to EBerlin a btrip of siactly =ight houwrs for us.

On the 28th and 2%th, we were allocated cross counbry
exercises which lasted for four and a halt heurs each.

On the night ot ZYnd December, we were briefed for
EBerlin, pubt again, we had too fuarn back becsuse we were siztesn minutes hehind
the jlast wave to cross the coast. It was almost certain that we would have
besn pickead off had we continued into enemy terrmitory. The reason for this
tiasco wis that Harold our MNavigator, was flving his firs Op. He was a ver-w
conscienticus bubt very nervous type and somehow, he got hwmzelf on the wrong
Zract and we found we were heading off to Iceland when he eventoaally asked ms
Eooo in a DM (Course to steeri  Obviously, he slipped up in one of his
calculations but 1t never happened again, in fact, his navigation atter that
=ZplEodes wWas Supsro.
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That month we flew thres mors trips to Berlin, One to
Frantfurt—on—Main and one to Leipzig on third of Decemher. I spe
£ othe bLeipzig btrip because an Accounting Machine Operator colleague in
streat, was alsoc operating from Waltham on 120 Sguadron, a chap named
Hi= crew was shot down on this Leipzig trip and it was at that

pownt that 1 +finally came to terms with the reality that we wers doing a

-

Although we had iost other crews from Waltham, I don't think
nad given tne matter too much thougoht bhetfore.

dangerous

Wa. first flew in LME25 N NAMN on 14th December in a2
chitrrty minute air test, theresatter, she was ours.  That night we flew in N MNan
{

to Berlin, & trip lasting sewven hours and fiftyfive minutes according toc my

tlving iog book. mat was a ghastly trip and subsequeantly became bnown as

: 1 i

{ to all crews who +lew that mission. The operation oves Enems
termitory went without incident, the trouble started for us about midway over

f
the Morth Ses on the retuwn 1ouwrnevy.



Un ali trips, the radio operator of sach aircraft

irtstened out for o un messages at half past epach hour, and for Sombe W
messages on cach how . 1t was the o= roup message thabt cams over r‘-r—_'-aumg
sometiing like U‘u. s, "All one group aircrati, Height of cloud base sin hundred
b ’ 2t five hundred fest in the Hull &% Humber aress, descend
3h horth sea”. In other words, the weather had closed in over
our asirfieldzs and we were going to have a hard time to get home.

We started our gescent over the North Sea ang on

ud, wars suprised to be greeted by flak., We were directly ocver s

ts were cbhvicusly snooting first and maybs would ask
skipper ordered me to fire offt the caolours of the day but
that was not gquite as easy to do as it sounds! 1 had been so busy lmy 2xcuse!
d NOT repizced the cartridge I had loaded incase we were coned v
searchiights over Ewrape with the one for the current colour cooe. I hastilwy
consulted the chart, withdrew the old cartidge from the Yerey pistoi, loadsed
the new one, then fired. Lt made no difference whatsogever, the light fiak was
sti1ll streaming upwsids but was falling guite snort. I think that it was just
warning tuwe, the boys 1n dark clus did'nt like the idea at all of having
someans Sruising arouand over their heads. I'm sure if they had baan really
zerious, their fire would have beesn much more accuratzs. MNeverthelsss
the hint and Guzzed of+ back inte the cloud. WHe learned later that severasl
nEr Cr2ws nad also been suprised in the same manner. A littis 1a
cautiously crept downward again and roke cloud in the regilon of four hundrec

T

Arriving over the coast EL Jjust over the #five hundred
reet mark to aveoild the balloons 1 any were stiil flying, we were stitl in

cioud. Gently and slowly, Jeid got lower and 11:J-H-=._~T'_ SUDDENLY, Jimmy in the
tail and Geocrge in the mid wpper yelled simultaneously, "Gt up, we are oniy

0

just above roofticps", which meant we were very low indesd over Gr‘iru&.’uy. The
e said latear that the altimeter was reading zero at the time! hknowing
we were and not being too far from base, Jeff called for parmission to
and was told that we were something like the sikbth or seventh in line as
&5 [ can remember, we were alsc ifold to steer = course of ....deoiress for
--minlites and o retwrn on the reciprocal! That was ali vary w=ll but we
couwld not ses anything because we were in cloud the whole time and knew thors
wowld be zircratt all around who like us, were unable to ses what was going on.

We steer=d the given couwrse and luckily, =p ntted a beacon flashing through the
i1 f flashes we then knew we had an exact bearing and st that

o make anobthar effort to breazb cloud, rEl'—_"pJ.nl:, the bheacon

several aircratt milling around, obviously, they ton wers

exercise.  We brote cloud at somewners around two hondesd
a course for base. Jdeft once again asked for permission o
it and almost immedistely we wers over Waltham -I.Lr-'r-.:.lr and

approach and landing in heavy, very misty conditions.

down and were about halfway down bhe
ouUL with some urgency, "Get off the

Funway, when Jdimmy in The

guickly, theare's ancther tite right up our tail" Without asking anvy
guestions, J=-_*T'+., swarved off the runway, then a dirty great Lanc. went whi :
by, emingly, the guy had spotted the runway and deciced that he was going to
get Come ne,‘i G highwater and had just arrived without having landing
DS misSSion. *—h: =X =t about enough fuel leftt to make the touchdown anmd tHat

at which we went off the runway was firm ground so
to dispersal without further incident. ke were

to the crew btransport which was waiting to take us
nare was a tremendous sound o grinding metal

wWas Jia!
WE DT E
walking

back Lo

folicwad oy a flasl oud sexsplosion. Two Lancs. had collidesd almost
directly 1 ' loss of tne tourteen chaps on board. In another

ncident he was +rom wWalbkham as 1350

iy

= I recall, whilst



attempting his cescent apparently peily lanced on 2 gentle rize in the
landscaos.  wWnen he realised what had Nappened, he throtiled bact and cailad i
2 land = oclane wa=s =z

anding snd a dav with nobody in the crew BEvan scratched, but the o
iittle thz worsse for w=ar

SO Lancasiers were lgst over enemy territor-w, 5.2

E of the 485 Lancasters despatched, 4 further 2% or 4.0 percent of thal

£2 pius 3 Stiriing from a2 minsiaving operation were lost gver or cless bo
L

A1

cneE autremely bad weathor conditions, mosht Ccrashed or coliided
o

and some cre<s abandoned their aircraft oresumably because tike 2 auy whio khad
landed ug ou- tsil. Rad run aut of fuel; no one sumped from an atrcraft WEITFOE
sood reas=on! Totzl losses of 1.7 gercent was o heavy toll.
Betwaen ocps., w2 wers detaileg o fly an a3ir test of M
HAar and T f bambing exercize on the local
mitfeq at thart, ths reason bHai
as relaxation. had planned 2 i
CHZ., and now that was out., Fn—ro
Camz 40 with the i1dea that we should
oveE where we
cadged ths use ofF 3 to Jeff's home to be treated foooa
smashing tea by his we strolled around the village +aor =
ile, lookinc Uup some of Jeitf's friends before making our ozck o ok
r 1
d
ies
. nat grnaan and the Rir-Ss3 fsscus geoola haa been alertod.
it lact, cur sbsence had csused guite a cafutfle The next night we went ko
EBEerl: L d

Ay g = |
RS i ot o



crossing the coasti. The options op=n Lo us Wwers two really; to follow the
eirgciive without Jurther guestion, or, to continue and await the rext Sroup
oroadcast 10 One hour to 52 Lt Lhe aport messages was contirmed or cancelleag,
puz, by that time we would be desp i1nto enemy territory. We thought it would
e rather stupld to get ourselves edposed to enemy action when we had bean
definitelv instructed to AS0ORT. Still somswhat mystitied, we decidea to carry
out the orders received, so, we dropped our load ang set a general course
towards Devon & Cornwail.

Whilst en—route to the West Country, the next broadcssed
trom Group i) Ll £he previous broadcast instructions and told those who had
already aborted to return to base. We landed s{ter a flignt of twa and a
guarTer hodrs and found that several other Sguadron members had alsc arrived
back prematursly having acted upan the radicecd instructians. 1 €0 not @now how
many crews =5orted, DUt it aust have been quite a lot which surely causad panic
=tations a3t Group H.G. Apgparently the message should have been sent toc the
aircratl who were s:ither on & wmine laying trip, or, on 2 :llwarr sionary raid
somawhere or other. There is no mention of this losoe b A Modn Ehe
ECOHEER COMMAND WAk DIAEKLES, my assumpiion being that 11: was hushed up. I
wonder how aany cther boo-boos received the same treatment?

The foliowing day, 550 Equadron moved from Waltham to
Morth Fillingholme.



CHAPTER 2
550 AT MNORTH KILLINGHOLME, LINCOLNSHIRE.

At 1445 hours on January Trd, N-NAM toock off from
Waltham +or the last time, on board were the full crew and their kibt, two or
thres of our ground staff, their kit and sundry odd items such as personal
bicycles. It would be a pity to leave without saying goodbye in the proper
manner Jeftf thought, so he climbed for awhile then turned around and dived at
the airfield Control Tower. 1 was standing looking out of the astrodome at the
time watching proceedings. We flew very low indeed over the tower then climbed
rapidly and headed for the new home of S50

I think some false wind speeds were recorded at Walthan
Ehat day because as we passed over the Control Tower, the rotating cups of the
anemometer suddenly started. to revelve at a tremendous speed! When I mentionad
it over the intercomm, deep chuckies could be heard throughout the airplane.
We enioyed our flying and the reiuctance to leave a cosy billet and a good hase
close te civilisation wn Grimsby was being exprecsed 1n the heatup.

The flight to Morth KHillingholme lasted about thirty
minutes., From the air the airfield was completely bLare and looked very
unattractive indeeds. On landing, the first impressions were confirmed, the
whole place was a mudpile which obviously had been continually churned up by
the construction pesople and their equipment. It was a completely new facility
built on tfarmers fields way out in the wilds of nowhere in particular and open
Ee the influence of all weathers from tha North Sea with absolutely nothing
betw=en the airfield and the coast to act as a barrizr. ke felt and in fact
were, totally exposed to the elements. Looking around we could not see any
other aircratt az far as I can remember, we must have been one of the first
Uperational alrcraft o touch down there. We were directed to a dispersal and
parkad N Man and unloaded our gear. Having reported our arrival Lo the Admin.
bods, we wers allocated a Missen Hulbl on a dispersed living site some way away
from the airfield itself. To.get to that living site we had to wali alang a
footpath across fields which in places were deep mud, but at least the whole
craw were together 1n one hut with no one else to bother us in our free time.
vle guickiy settled 1n and the two Jefis and I decided we would go and
investigate the local pub which we found out was in the village of South
Hillingholme, a mile or 20 up the road. We were the first sircreaw from the
SEguadron to visit the pub and were given a great reception, drinks Lkept
arriving fram a&ail points of the compass. ©One man in particular talked to us
mo=t of the evenng and when the pub claosed at ten o'ciock, invited us 1To s
home to have supper with his family. [ am ashamed to say that I have forgotten

fis name but the continued kindness of the whole family to our crew curing
roughly three months at Worth Killingholme has never been nor will be

torgotten. It really is simply due to the fact that 1 have a rotten memory as
far as nam=s are concernsd and all my life I have suffered periodic
embarrasment because of 1t. [ do however know that George Upton, our mid-upper
gunner visited the family after his return from being a guest of the Thurd
Reich. He told me that, during one of the occasicnal Iunches we had Together

in London during the Fifties.

Having correspondec witn Charles Whitters who wacs

md-upper gunner in F/Ogt Maxwell's crew on S50 at the same time as we wera, he
told me that he had a2 home from home with the Williamson's of South
Fallingholme and still writes to theiwr son Haurice. He also said that ocur

skipper was well known to the family and they were sad when we failed to

return, The name Williamson does ring a bell so 1 must find gut i+ 1t was

Maurice's parents who were guilty of btrzating us so0 very well back in 43¢
Gradually, we and all the other crews bsgan to se

I

tie



Jown and maye the most of what w2 had. im a laroe extent we managded o acceot
the muddy uncerfoot conditions as normal, cnce we hag done that. lite seemed to
thnad Wwhnen we werg continuallv awars of the discomtort of 1t.
ame livaable and the cddé svaning 1n thE mess when we wers
establish a rapport witn 21! the other +olk on the station
te pleasant ak times.

On January 14tn, the firs

t ion from Mor:on
tillangholme was mounted, 1t was to Brunswick, a trip of
f

w2 and thres cusrter

ntel Jrrirng that Trip we were coned by searchlights whilst over Teusl. Thas
Was nost disturbing sxperience and ana@ whers 1 +felt as nakeo as

Daby. | jimked and dived all over the place butl =eemingiv there w
aeing focussad in the centre o saveral strong psam
hae +eeling is that the whole world has concentrated 1te gaze woch
anly thing you can do e o Twist ang souarm without having any
whatsosver on tn=e situaticn., Jimey, the rear gunner. along with
theory that 1f an 2mpty bEottle was tgssed out of
conaed by ssarchiights, it woulo simdlate bombs arcep
Creating & wWnistiing sapEm-oached tha goround. Whether o
was rrus, he always had a bottle or twg in his turret just in case!
nccasion e tossed oubk Lis whols
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i stock and sver afier claimed
aCtion that got us oukt of the meszs we were mn. ! romember how for the next fe
£ Lty botiles, with the r==¢
o O Bmidus on ar Bim.

The aurfielt had no elecktricsl runssy tllusinabtion at
L

=it at firebt, we were tsking of+ and landing a2t night using Gooss neci: flares.
Allied <o ithis was the fact that there wers no glide path indicators te assist

e Yite drivars with the right angle of aporo
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iotnsr. she had hinted that although ne was no longer in hosgital, b= was
: = ! S L5




Un the night of the twentieth February, we nad N NAM
Jack for a trip to Stuttgart. On the way out to ths target, one of the
starbocard engines caught fire and had tc pe shutdown. Four days later we were
off tc Schweinfurt, the ball bearing manufacturing centre of Germany,, a trip of
eight hours and ten minutes. We landed at Gransden Manor, a Canadian base as
far as [ recall. 1 think that the reason for landing away was weather over
riilinghoclime which had turned unfriendly whilst we were away on business!' We
flew back to base the f{following morning.

Morth Killinghclme was a satellite to Eirmington as was
Elsham Wolds 1+ [ remember correctly! From time to time new alrcraft wers
nesded to replace those lost in action and they had to be ferried from Elsham
Wolds, 1t was only a ten minute trip. It was our turn to ferry i1n LL747 P
FETER on 27th February and LL8S1 V VICTOR on Ninth of March.

Had a fun day on the l4th., We were assignea to a
tormation flying sxercise followed immediately by a dinghy search exesrcise in
co—operation with Air-5ea rescue boats operating in Bridlington Bav. The boats
positionad a dinghy at sea then radioed us to go and find it. When we found
1%, we raciced the boat to that effect and would then disappear until the

= I again to +inc the dinghy in it's relocated position. Left to our
oWn gevices, I'm afraid we just went looking for mischief. Along the coast we
|

round an exercise gowng on with fighter aircraft diving and attacking s ground
position.  Coulidnt pass that up without taking part, could wa? Wonder why
ore +Tolis scatiarad when they saw our Lanc. diving down at them? That Lhittle

2y, we todcled off. intand at low lewvel just for kicks, until the

G .J-_;;-;;-:-z-d. which wa=s ow =signal to gain height so that I could read the
=sage +rom the bosi we were exercising with. On return to base everyone was
in good spirits having spent a couple of hours away from the grind ang tension
o+ Operations, we felt good -

On the Fifteenth of March we visited Stuttgart and
Frankfurt—on-Main on the Eighteenth, both were routine trlﬁa

The Twentysecond saw us off to Frankfurt-on-Main and
once more there were problems with 2ngines. The starboarc inner went
comgletely u/s and the starboard outer developed both coolant and o1l leaiks
which mean’'t that once again we had to abort which was most frustrating. There
1= no doubt that there was a weakness of a mysterious tind in the starboarc
gower plants which had bugged us for quite somstime, I waongsr, coulc it have
o=en Cremlins at work? HNext, we wers off again to Beriin on 24th a seven anc a
nalt hour Lrip this time, nothing special about it as far 35 I recalii. Two
nights later on tne Twentysixth, the target was a closer one; Eszcs=a in the
Funr. It was the first major attack on a Ruhr target since the earlicr so
called BATTLE OF THE RUHE. As we approached the target, the clouds ciear=d and
Bvery awcratt was lsaving contrails in the moonlit sky. One could perkhaps say
that we wersa making Qur own cloud cover so that we could hice from the grouird
defences, but, that did not Lakeaway from the feeling of being completely
exposed Lo all who cared to look. At the back of all ouwr @inds I suppose were
the tales ot the strong Ruhr defences which had been handed down from the crews
who took part in the earlier attacks. Apart from that rather disturbing period
whilst over the target, all went well.

Jeff was getting close to the end of his +$irst tour, 1§
1 remember correctly, £ssen had bsen nis twentyeighth compiete trip which
mean't there were just two more for him to complete before being scrasned. I'm
sure 1t was 10 all ouwr minds that we woulo have one hell of a party even though
the rest of the crew would still have about ten more to reach the sams plateau,
BUT, rmo one mentioned 1t, we did not want to o the one toc jn: the whole
Lhng. YES5; AlLFCrew wWere a superstitiou=s iot, 1 think most had a mascot of
some kind without which they hated to 1y, | certainly did



CHAFTER 3
THE NUREMBUEG ERALLD

Each of the Berlin raids had been lang trips, in the
region of BEight bowurs in duration. The Nuremburg trip we were being hrieded
for was to be even longer, really deep into the southern part of Germany.

We took off in M-MNAR at 2145 hours and climbed to our
briefted height and set course on the first part of ow Jjourrney. All went well
tor the first couple of hours although Lthere was some consternation up front
thal Lhe =shies had complelely cCleared and we were breezing along in bright
maoniight, not a good sign at alll! We liked owur skies well matlied with dense
clouds to fl1y in and out of as ideal weather, then for it to clear jus:t before
the targelt was reached so that the PFF boys could use their ground markers for
Lhe benetit of the main force.

T
(]

The brignt moonlight obviously would be advantsgeous
the might fighters who would certainly be infiltrating the bomber force. 1 had
dur MONICA eguipmeEnt switched on and was scanning the screen for any fast
moving dots which would indicate a fighter in the wvicinity. &1l other creaw
members wers scanning the skiss hoping to spot any intruder before he spotted

us.

Just betore midnight, I switched the main radioc over to
the freguency +or the midnight Group Broadcast, still keeping one sve an the
MOMICA screen. Suddenly, the airplane was jinking all over the sky. Being off
the 1ntercomm circuilt, 1 had no i1dea what was going on but soon leatned that we
bad been attacked by a fighter but not hit as far as was known. I certainiy
nad not seen him approach on the MONICA screen so assume that he was already ir
the stream, Just toddling along at the same speed as the bomber force. The
fighter that had attacked was now =itting just below us. We knew that
somelimes n clear conditions two fighters would act im tandem, one sitting
Jjust oulb of range attracting attention whiist the other would attack from
anatner quarter, so, all eyes were peeled on the surrounding sky expecting to
see a second fighter appear. 1 returned to attend to the midnight Group
oroadcast and almost immediately, all hell was let loose.

Rather surprisingly, we had been mortally hit by FLAK!
he predicted kind because as far as 1 can remember, there
was no s1gn ot flak when 1 had looked out a little earlier. We had been hit in
= arboard wing, the cuter engine was on fire. Jeff and the enginesr wsed
extinguishars and tried to feather the prop, I don't know whether Lthey
managed to do that ar not. Jdeff orderad parachutes on, I found mine in 1t's
stowage compartment and clipped i1t on my harness. By this time [ was bacl on
intercomm and stood up looking out of the astrodome. The engine fire died down
tor a short while, then broke out afresh with inoreased intensity ang crept
back into the wing itself which burnt through very guickly.

[ stood there and actually watched the outer engine anc
ne wing ocwutboard of that engine fall off and disappear. HN-MNAN immediatsly
digped 2 wing and startsd to spiral downwards with the remaining engines
sounding == i+ they wera at saximum revs. The § force was tremendous, |
remember floating through the air past the navigatior's position and getiing @y

feet tangled up with bhe cockpit controls. Skipper Jeff was in his seat and in
il fie=ting glimpss [ had of him, he appeared to still be struggling tao
ontirod the pilana. He perhaps did not know that ke had lost the engine and alil

outboard of 1t 1 was thinking guite clearly and calmly and concluded that the
situation was hopeless, regretting that my mother would have to handle the nows
I.' ¥

my Deing nobtified as missing whilst my father was serigusly ill. I then



passed out!

Whal happened next 1= a very vague memory which coulea
even oe wmagination; [ found myself 1n open air with wind rushing past my
face. Glowly, the realization cams that 1 was fFalling through space and that I
should pull the ripcord of ey parachute. The chute pack was not on my chect,
found 1t dangling eround ay fesi. Having hauled 1t in via the loose harness, !
puiled the L ring and something came up and Mt me under the chin, knocking me
out =gain.

I woke up to find myself tumbling through trees and at
the same time sensed Lthat my right arm was entangled in a2 bulky object. 1
finally landed on @y back with the object I was entangled with across @y baci,
my Letilnd and legs on one side and my head and shoulders on the other. I think
I passed out again. Gradually my head cleared enough to know that I was
siratched across something and that all around was guiet escept for the thunder
of awrcraft engines overhead. At that moment the truth dawned that I was siill
alive and that the noise avernead was the bomber force on it's way Lo
Muremburg. The canopy of my chute was caught up 10 a tree, I could not breathe
too =asily, left leg was doubled up under my backside and hurting quite a lot
and my Dack was axbtremely painful. GSlowly, so very very slowly, 1 managed to
turn over and tried to release my arm from whatever 1t was entangleg with. My
arm had punched a hois 1n the cockpit cupola and 1 had taken down all ten fest
or &0 oF 1t wWith ms. Having straightened myselt out I felt considerably more
comtoritable. [ isy there {for whalt seemeo tc be ages before the noiz=e overheac
taded 1nto the distance. Thought to ayseld "Go get em fellers!" then about my
escape kit, that ! should get rid of it, so threw it as far as [ could which
must have been all of ten perhaps twelve fest, fslt a bit stupid and hopeless
to be S0 wnapt.

Very scon I began to feel cold, then started toc shiver
but couwic do nothing about it. My back felt very paintul and I could cnly move
very slowly, certainly not 2nough to keep warm or ta walk and find shelter.
Moboay woulgd find me in this forest even i1f they knew a body was in thers |
Feasonad snd for the second time that night, thought that the outlcok was not
too rosyv. ! wondered how the other fellows had fared but was fairly convinced
that their chances of survival were slim and reckoned that | was very lucky
indesd to be alive.

At that point, ! became determined that [ was going o
survive come what may and set about evaluating the situation and at the sams
time o try to keep warm. Somstime later, I saw what appearsd to be a torch
waving abaui, so blew the whistle attached to my hattledress tumic., Gradually
the light got closer and then shone directly on me, &8 Garman soldier was
tiolding the torch. Using sign language, he asked 1f 1 had a gun. When he was
sati=sfied that I was telling the2 truth, he propped me up against z tres
proceeded 1o gather sticks and wood and it a fire in a clearing. Thsat

]
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carried me to the firz and made ae as comfortable as possible. When ad
warmed through, 1 rememberad tnat 1 had a packet of cigarettes in my tunic
offered him cone and despitz the fact that | was not breathing teo freely, we
smoked Logether. He spore no English amd 1 no German but we did manage to
comrunicate a little sngd [ lz=arn=sd that he had found two others close by but
sa:d that they were "KAFUT™. The soldier left me for a short while acs dawn was
oreading. When he returnad, he picked me up and carried me across his shoulder
for some distance to where be had a motorcycle and sidecar parked. He dumpad
me in the sidecar and aff we went. I think that must have been the most
painful rde 1 have sver experienced. I was taken to a village and put in what
appeared bto be the wviliage hall, there 1 was joined by George Upton our
mid=-upper qgqunner and bomb-aumer Dennls Jeffrey, who, 1 =eem t0 remembsr was
Limping badly because of two sprained ankliss, also, he was without boots whaich
had disappearad when ne baled oul. George had hit a2 tr=e on landing and was
Dloodied sround the face. #An otficer apoeared, Gestapo I thind, who sbviously
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was not plessec to see us., We were smoking and talking when he entered the
room and that upsst him. He went i1ntc a rage immediately, ranted and roared
for a long time and smacked a couple of us across the face then left, never to
be ==en again.

m

We lett this village in the back of an ocpesn top truck
with a civibian driving. The truck was brought to a nalt in the middie af 3
town and the Serman guards who were riding in the bacii of the truck wilh us
toddled off somewhere. Geeing this, the driver scrambled up alongside us and
started to wgently jabber away n French. He was a Belgian and was offering
to try Lo spirit us away betore the guards returned. By thas time 1 was
apparently somewhat deliricous to the concern of my crew mates. They turned
down the offer fto 2scape [ learned much later, in the hope tnat we would be
taren to a place where 1 could receive medical attention. The guarg socn
returned and we continued our painful journey, finishing up 1n Aachen I
bhelisvea, i say believe because by this time I was apparently in a bad way anc
lennis and George ware having to support me Lo walk.

1 think it was George who told me after the war that we
werae made to walk through the streets of Aachen which had been attacked that
night 25 & diversionary raid to the main force. Seemingly, the civilians wers
angry and wanted to get at us and the& guards tiui=d bayonets To their ritles n
case of trouble. He told me that I was shouting back at the peocple, caliing
them all the names under the sun and they, Dennis and Georges, could not shut me
up which did not help the situation at ali. 1 remember nothing of that wall’

i was taken to a hospital in Aachen and put into a
s=mall woondan building 1n the grounds of the hospital, whether my two crew mates
were there or not [ do not know. EBeing still reasonably fit 1 suppose they had
been taksn somewhere sls= and later sent to Dulag Luft the interrcgation centre
tor downed aircrew which was at Wetzlar, close to Frankfurt-on-Main. 1 dic notc
see them again whilst 1n Germany.

Aes a matter of interest, 1 learned very much later that
M—Man had e:sploded in mid air. George told me that he was trapped in the
mid-upper turret and then, found himseld still sitting in the turret in which
the whole rear end af the piane was gently drifiing dawnwards, there bsiuag no
=ign aof the front end. rmApparently, he unstrapped himsalfé, climbed out of the
turret, walked to the edge of the {uselage where the front emg had been and
Jumped into spacs, pulling his ripcord as soon as he was clear ot the remains
of the awrcratt. He touched down very soon afterwards, his face hitting a tree
trunk as he dangled +rom the swinging end of the webbing by whach he was
attached to the parachute canopy. He estimated that he must have beer at tne
bare minwaum height to be able to parachute sately, SO0-&10 fest perhaps!
-
Craw members of N NAN who survived were:
F&19351 Sgt. George Upton, mid-upper gunnsar.
1ZEZ3FB40 F/S5gt Dennis Jetfery, bomb-aimer.
3331 Sgt. Stan kKeirle, wop/sad.

Those crew members of N MAN who, in those {aw minutes
of sheer netil lost ktheir iives were:
€ 1712282 F/Sgt Arthur (Jeff) Jeffries, pilot.
iEA A 1229360 Sgt. Robert Faxton, flight sngineer.
12485784 Sgt. Harold Swmpson, navigator.
R7a0I0 Sgt. James Jummy) Whitley, rear gunnor.

¥ Jeff was awarded one of only twc CONSFICUOUS GAlLe ANTRY
MEDALES (FLYING! granted to members of S50. Interestinglv, the
reccomendation was made on 17th March 1944, just thirteen davs
before he was killed. It was a soa called NON-IMMEDIATE awarg and
was ultimately promulgated in the London BGazette on Zlst hovember

SR B el



1745 which was & little over one and a hal¥ year=s after he died.

e Robert Faxton was not a regular member of the crew of N NAN., Hs
was flying in place ot Sgt William Bull, our regular flight
engineer, who had been grounded for the night's operation because
he was suftering from a very h=avy cold. He was a very lucky man
mdeed. He completsd his tour, was awarded the DFM anc was
eventually demobbed with the rank of Flying Officer.

It 12 my sincere nope that historians will eventually
prove that the loss of their lives was of benefit to mankind, if that s NOTY
possiblae, 1t was & tragic waste!

The main part of N MAN crashed at Gileppe. about 2
kilometers East of Verviers and was No. 4 down that night out of a total of 95
aircratt lost bevond British shores, that were sent to attack Nurembura.
Bomber Command guoted the total losses as 2.4 percent of the Lancaster and
Hzlifax torce despatched, That was the greatest loss in a sinale operation for
the whole of the war. Martin Middlebrook 1n his book
mtates that historian Alfred Price has described 1t as " Lhae

There were additional losses, agsin guoting Martin
Middlebrool’s book; Ten were a total loss after crashes in Encland ana one was
Wirittan oft due Lo severe battle damage. Seventy more sustained damage ranging
In severity $from two bombers that were six months be2ing repairsd to the many
that had only small Fiak holes to be covered over.



CHAFPTEE 4
GUEST OF THE THIED EREICH

It must hawve been several days betore I becams
inierested 1t my surroundings again.  Day by day 1 felt better as the cuts
healed and the bruising evervywhere came out. My skin had many shadess from
derns= black, through purple all the way to yellow, changing almost howiv, snd
eventually became normal again. Ey this time, I had a plaster cast on my left
root and the leftl lzg was strapped Lo a wooden board, presumsbly ta keep the
damaged knee as still as passible, but 1% was @y back that was so paanful. I
was the only patient in this oubt-buiiding to the main hospital as far as I
could tell, with sust one guard in attendance, a youngish chap who seemed to be
quita {mendly. He trised to talik to me but we could only resort bto sign
tanguage, somnetimes 1t worked and at ather times not.

One night, sir raid sirens started to wail and [ could
already hear the socund of Merlin engines. Within a couple of minutes, all hell
wazs et loose with the whistling of falling bombs and the crunch ot them
suploding. Then 1t became impossibls to detect individual bombs falling, it
Was a cacoaphohy of fiendish screaming and explosions. What to do? [ decided
that the safest placs would be under the bed rather than on 1t and somshow I
maraged to do that despite being unable to mowve arcund wvery moch. & four

poundsr incendiary bomb popped Through the wooden roocf and landed alongside my

oed, s=cmshow I managed to pick 1t up and toss it through the window, no ides

whebher it was a dud or not, just didnt wait to see! 1 was wviolently bounced
£

Up and cown many times, eventually the rooct of the builoing collapsed but T was
saved +rom being squashed by the bad I was sheltering under. Gradually the
horrendous noise faded awsy. &fter a while I could hear scraping noises, it
was tha German guard searching the wreckags for ms. He antually managed tao
claar ; igh debris to be able to haul me ocut. He i

Lo the bhasement of the main hospital butlding and

v omy gooo luck was still holding, I was none the worse for the
ce, also for the second time, had been lucky enough to be t
responsibility of a German soldier who was courteous and kind, despite the fach
nat the city had just received a massive battering from thoss of ]

have thought about those events and the circumstances under which they took
L2 0 many times since and still cannot believe that I could continually be

EHpErIEn

That raid on Aschen ook place on the night of
a force of just over 3510 zsirccraft I lea 3
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concentr df.-:'._!, successful ]
ral and southern parts of the city. 1t has been listed as

cola F the ja Th G K Tt By

raid of e war. the railway marshalling yards which

Lo ths naspital ware severly damaged. 1925 peopls were
isonagrs of war also 10 Foreign wol 1




om the station 1l kept collapsing, my back was giving me absolute hell.
end, two cf the chaps wera told to support me, cne sach side and thay
11y carried me the rest of the way. Later ! was taken to a hospital in
iy for X-Rays of the bachk which revealed that I hsd thres f-actured
vertibrae, in the lumbar region. The cure ai Stalag VIS was Lo be strappsd to
& wooden bed for s=veral weeks. For company in that room, was one gther
cnglishman, Le2S..u.....inam2 now forgotten), who had crashed to the groun
still inside his aircraft and survived, albeit with multiple fractures of both

L

legs. L: we were Doth at a medical rehabilitaticn unit at Loughborsugh

= ]
College = I giad to see khat slthough somewhat handicapped, he was mobile
again. T = I ._hin',--., five American f=llows suffering from bifferent
gllaments, Fortress(Bl?) o=w membsrs. 0One of thes had sppar ~=ntly
wallad for ¥ :ts*::.:tt-En feet whil trying to find his way oui of s
thicl: for with the result that he lost all his toces and had splintersd
numarous small bones in his feet. Uthers had buliet wounds=, some were fracturs
cases of sevaral differing parts _rf the anatomy.

We were under ths care of an =ldarly, apparsn-ly guite
famous Folish surgeon from Warsaw who eventually died in POW camg so

Leslis.....[English multipls I2g fractures) told me. He was 3 fine gentlemarn

and did all he possi Z,; could for us. Every morning he visited, cur

KEANKENZ IMMER sometimesz with German medicos in attendance. When he could, he
spent a few mtnutes pr‘.‘a:t;i‘."-g his English which was quite good anyway. Cnly
wish I was =s fluent in any language as he wa=z in Englizh!

our constant iz time was Aldc, an
ttalian scldier whio zomshaw had becoms War in German hands. =
was our hatman cum nurse, his English wa ¢ our Itslian

g that combination ther-

i to 5= misups 3nd
gs= swely were, some of which werz wonaderfully
= a & 1 saw the funny always chaerful, 3 grea
:!-:,: I hoge he rsturned to Italy and le that he ssamad tg k=
constantly EBrying to tell us about”
Early in Jung 1944, 1 was iged by one cf the SDerman
meciscs, te e fit snough tc be sent on my way, train to
Frankfurt-on-Main, arriving at Dulag Luft cn iith I wae imm Ly

] e

FUt into solitary ceonfinement to awail interrogaiion. 1 became distinct

nervous and vary spprehensive when, after several days in soiitaiy, I w3
= St

escorted to s fairly big room to be faced across a large, rather

k.

itar"y without and now facing uncharted territory, I
regiretted, b '
hiz hands
anger that

acting in & ¥ i
to tell me T
together with gther suprizingly accuratz infoirmation.
the raid on Nuremburg was to take place beforz it
refores were well prepared for it. Whethse in fact
DsSE “Will nevar be known for certain, ine mattsr has
. in Martin Middlsbrock's revised varsion ef his
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CieBE Lo thE warning wirs and we wers told to dig & largs hols for- dispszal o

L and dug quits nappiiy, Lo nave th= physical
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ferasars never again bothered

tc put on wWorking garties

curity and control hag taken

Tihe Summer o

1744 pasasd w1th samething of intersst
=ach day 3uch a3 [ have tried to describe ab By lats Autusn, the laige
woodan buildings in an fiashing fouches Lut o
Lhem ancd the sscurity Ouwnc=S2 ShEd. Phwose
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wosoeEn nut w2 nad st lett. I thank there were rourteen, mayss SikteEen men to

a fRweesT of

o o

beabtoarcs which sucported a straw pallissse. Periodically, a tax wWasE levied o
one Sed board per person Wwhich werg for- use in the latest tunnel activiky., It
only took 5 mignt or two £to gt ussd to the n=SwW Ded boargd srranoenBnt. out,

A3veE read ot pLners Lo camsos which nsd Cosrated tor several yesrs whers =he b2g
Fex had removed the majority af the board= =o that sleeping oo the row

that werg left hecame a veEry precarious operation. Can wou imagine (v7  Om
‘o the amrles, one for the bum or theErgabcuts anc one for the shouldsi-=:

The weather became gradually coider an
2mg Ehe preparation. mainly by tng Cansd
fipoded later to form an ice rink.,. The Rsd Cross
rocels ang sparts gear of all Kind: including ice
After- the firs:t freezing. tLhe
operation and iLErtainsd the mores Garay Spectat
ile and dexteri a hockey stick. 1 enloyed ki
of Harringey Racers snd Greyhounds 1o gre—wWar w

am= very much 2ven though mv skating

v

1
t
=1
m

(]

~ o4

At Lhe onset of the cgid weather, we were issued il

el oo The atove which was just inside the door of s2ach room. Ooca=iocnally.
¢ voluntesr wood gathering partvy was escorted intc tneE nearby forest to obtain
suDpligs which was there in asbundance. Christmas came and went with oaily naws
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an the Gth of February, very nungry angd thoroughly a2xih
group cecause a fTew had taken Ehs opportunity o =525
which no doubt had & verv high isk fsctor at that par
iin= mysell, had SDroken down on the walk sithar through
my left ieg and the {racture

= =
Sll and meas ik impossibis Tor me to continue on {iocot

dn 28th Jandary, Lweniyiwo Sick O Injui 0 uncliudtling
myseif, wera tatan from the stopover poiut &t Fiaffencorf and evacuated <
Seneidnitz. We eventually arrived at Stalag tusb 11 Sagan, whlich «as e
Lirom wWhich the famous "Wooden Horse" sscape nad Ltaken piacs much &0 lier.

stward. Stayed there ovsinight, then were made 1o wair Lo
chi2 station where &8 wsr= pul In an Open w«Wagon Gf & godds Tirain Witlh Lwa

ncomtariable jJourney 1o wha

Lt
it

Ke arrived &t alag lilA LuckEnwalas,
the main group who had walked 240 kilometers by Sth Februsry and Jhen wer=s g
1 i i
L E

iNLo raliway  Ccattls trucks, S92 mEn Lo a truck.

Ene moirnwng af GEh Feoruary until the morning of dtn February o the Sgst
Sfpaiiineg CONdLITIONE. INErE Wers NUMESIrouUsE casss of dysentiy Dy that Lime &0
Soly occasionally were they let out to attend to the call of naturs. 1ae
majority had po water +or two whole days and ordly the wOsSt MmS8agre oOf ratloos.

be imagined, Lt was abviouws wny ThosSe wmen arrivad at
i a =

hungry and thoroughliy esnausted.

We in the groupg ot 25 les=@" mortals d

Lt camp oy a group of Imsh soldiers who had been incarcersied since the days
ot Dunbkirs. They feg us from their own rations at first and helped us in
e Lims ouwe buddies arrivad on February Eth, we w12

Lo be able fto pravide our respecltive rodd Matses widh
d

£ TR S s e T s i C Ba¥ 2 2 T e |
&N SFES=ENLic: Suppldldes oL a imliyre CASLlE. e ol Aalway s SN&l 24

H =
entire worldy possessions Wit thew. We at lzast nad the nope of returning Lo
some hind of oroerly life back home whersver that was, out those civilisis wa =
refugesz 1n thelr own country. IL 1s my hope that the stoiry ©f the weik across
Germany by the boys of Stalag Luit VII will be chranicled by oy Lromplon o
r—3 I =1 j CTITHg EMTOrina iy

n!:.(i".li":g (i R ) ey o = |

goOCUuUmEnT 3iih Teii O7
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mEn who were in the Glider Fiicts Ragument, alsoc, many ok
ute Regument. Thess chapgs Nad beesn Capiursd Guring the Arnheas

=
tnhEre wers gQuites a 1o

that @scapad=-

of them., ooviousiy thing= had gone badly

Early in Apr-il 1945, the Soviet forces wer

ane night the campg was strafed, presumanly Oy Hugsian aircrati. Al Pagnt
we sesmed to be in the middle ot an artillery battis, shells wera |

potn directions passing directly overhead. It was & TEnse periocc Wl &
and anything could have = il German person risd

g happeEned,. m day Ci7 Lws Lailsi &

ClTappearsec, preEsumably ThEy wWerE Dastily Jdiscaraiag Thewr LNPSerm=s S gatlhing
=

inte civiitar clothez and joinins bthe rankz= of retugees Lrying 26 WEssS ChEL
way weStward away tram The advancing RUusSS:ians. he First we =aw of ths
agvancing forcss wasS on Ssturgay 22nd Aprill, a Staan tank followed by infang



=iding in Cnevrolet ftrucks. Heyv what'= thia IhRey nave women wWith them ano
fouah, oun btoting babes they looked toc! Obviousiv we thought, this aray does
otner things than just march aon 1tv's stomacn. Hmsinm'

fnesae HussianiSovier}! forcss inmmediataly released all

tneis countrymen trom confineasnt witnin the barbesd wire and they wmmEqstsiy

headed +or the local Ttown and went on the ranpace. we were toloc. There were
£ LErmripie Nagosnihds. pillacing. suvrder, raps anc the like Sut how
stomies wers I have no ides. LCan thare b= smghks without firs?

We wiere now guite surg tnat it would not be long
we w=rs homewarc bounc, after ail, the Soviets wers our allies and surelw,
WweEre intent on their orive howsrds Perlin and the glory ic

h tal City of Mazi'ism. They Just woulg not want L:
1@n BuCh Iofrov goals were at stare., Now would they

The Soviets insisted that svervone be &
art with and that was = vary 510w proceEss NCE=2S. gSoing o E=lg
nd as far a=g I know, completed. Ws did not Esmact (=]
mpletsly wrong' Food was scarceE at
! ZimG o Circumstances the :'icwlsh forces
ursE oo food SUpDplies e sitvaticn was deiterioracing
and rumgurs were rife. B ] that the manager of the looal warc
would lose fis head have the =aater supolv flowino ov

morning. Was flowinc Dy the rrumoured deadling!

May, an &merican Officer regrssenting
riers arrived in the camp with i Etr‘uctmrma to evacuate
rsi:. then the British, but the Russians refus=d nhim

He had ambulances o take the =ick and injured ang =
convogy of =Trucks for all others stia ]

E whg had been gut to s2e what was going on.
arry on witnh ! Fion, arm=d troogs ware o=sc
Lo prevent their leaving camb. It was svean

and threats made to uss2 theam unless the AnErican
sreEmoied for the evacuation lsfi the local village. In the 2nd,
left carrving severly sick and woundesd only. Rumours began to flv
tention of the Soviets wa=s for us to -iated by theas at
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ihe girl got awawvw witnout Delng nit as far as we could see. Next morning, two
ot the chaps went out to see what the prospect= wesre +or crossing the river.,
they came back to report that the chances of crossing without being detectec
and perhaps shot were very small, so, we decided to stay put for that asy and
. There wers morz disturbsances that nignt Sut we kapt = very low profile.

nicht

MeExt morning one of the other chaps and myssid w
Ly reccy toe place and found thabt all ang sundry were being allow=d to cro
the river oy steppung over the wreckage gf the bridges that had bsen blown ub.
We hurried pack to our ps&is and 1t a very short time we had jowned the mob
crossing to the south side of the Elbe. We were very relisved and walked on
Jite iaumtily., Fassing throuch a small viliage, many women were standing 1in
doorways chatting, probably discussing the current =ituat:on at some langth
With their neighbours. & conveay aof Soviet military vehicles appsared around
ne corner at the far end of the village and suddenly, all the womes hag

dizappeared and the doors were =lammed shut, Many of the folk who like us were
F i

2r-route scmewhere, also miraculovsly disappsared l=aving what sesmsd at thax
moment, just the five of us gawping at the wvehicles and men. [ know that for
one, | telt guite nakea at that time. Suppose 1t was the fast disappearing act
wz had witnessed that generated the feeling of i1solation. Neothing happened anc
aradually people reappesared 1n doorways and on the street as 1f nothing

had taken place previously. That episode did illustrate two thangs o
=t of all that there wa=z an absolute dearth of manfoll an
haow much o+ an ankown =ituation ©he local residents were facing, thay wers
reaily scarsg stive of The Scovist scoldiers. probably with gooc reason

=1

We pressed on and in the late atiernoon, 3LogpeEc o
spomned to be friendly and aoffered us drinks. She spoke a
that and our combined limited knowlegge of German, we Wers

maost af what the gtner was trving to say. She toid us tnat

F =

the Sowiet Administraticn nad already demandsd repars gvery nousehoic
arie so far, nad faks and har i e Bnpected
that Tnars «oulid be It the aay &% bicvycles anc
cther househcsid 1tem=. She nat two voung daughters ang was very appra2hensive
For thair continued wslfare. Thev hizd =xperienced many disturbances at nacnt
and ware {ridntened that one mght Lthey woulid be harmed, She then askeEc us tc
s=tay t in har house, we could slesp in the lofi, we agre=sd.

During there was {urious hammering on the outside dcor accompanisd B
loud, = shcuting. The lady cf the nouse appzared at the loit
GREMNRD a us o go =nd chase the men awav. We wWers of courss

=0, wa pulled on our bogts anc the fivse of usE troocpoed
door to be conirontasd by =
cemanded entiy.

which

fast snough for ouw
CENE Was being regeat

that the H.l. hao &
Shaiiliga. We wesres
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oase close o Halle where we ware able to snave and wash our fuithy selves
Souwal water supplies wers very limited. We were given Amsrican fielc ot

and advisec not to scoff everytinlng &t Oné go even Lhougn supplies ware

rt L

plentitui. It waz for our own good they saild and :f we dic notbt want To Ge .l

we should take 1T easy rOr a couple ot Gays whlch we did, despite the
tremendous tamptation to devour everyifnlng in sight. In Tact, owr stomaons
covicusly contracted because our capacity to =at guantity was severiy ilamid
camps about food and how we wouls treat oursslves to voluminous guaniiliies
. =AY mEals woieEn WE reacnad Ccivilization agsin were desiinsd Lo O

more anc began to put on lost weight. The combineg effect of having cur
trEedom, Guallty +0od ta eat and water to wash with made me feel a iGT wore
tike a human gsing chan [ nad ior guite a while.

Atter & day or twao, we were taten Lo the awufield

y where we jown@c a long lingup of @men. Lvary few minutes Dakotas (D 2l
wore langing anc disgorglng murations ane supplies o+ all descriptions which
waie piling up everywhere on the awfigld despite the fact that tiere were
dies of Trucks loading and carting this = + away Lo untoclo aestinatilas

L = -
When tne aircrafit nad unloaged, the leading group of men i the lLinsup, wars
JEhera2o aooard and the planes took off for we knew not where. Jue o
sntuaily arrived and we were fiown to Rheims in Francs. Thare we wers
J@TEC 1nto parties by MNaticnality. Spike, although American was sorted
_anacian group becauss of his beElng a meamber of the RCAF winen Capius

Fiim acisu, swearing that come what may, we would sSonEnRDKW gat togets

gaintt tairly soon.

At RKheuns aiwrpori, wWe were loaded onto the Dack of
]

1
=
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HE wWers packed in guite tightly. The driver and hls mate were hearsy bDisd
] were cracklng jokes and consumeEd in lowed laughter most ot he Liee.

=d the pace picked up until we were oarrelling along &t transidous
cruck racing all the others. It was a rghimarse in the back

=
£ cecame obvious that 31l those dreams ang earnest CisScussians in Shig vai 1o

Lalh., Graoually we became used tTo regular meals of very limlied Guancity OlGeE

LT
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iculat=d ftruck with sides sbout two feet high, 1t was standing room only aod

o0f =1milarly loaded trucks sat orf quite sedately out 3= the Jjourne,
I ¥

particuiarly tor thosSe whno were o~ the ocutside, at every SOIMSr «WE wWere =wung
ta the lsft tha2n Lo the right, or vice versa as iwhe vehicle straightensd oui oo

ach curve. ln the end, we were all yelling our heads Off +or thsm Lo Siow

Ccwit: Dul it had oo =+fect at &ll, fmazingly we srrived at our desiwiaat
sate.y out there were many whose nerves wWwere complietely shattered Vi
fgwm Cays. n2 clowns up dvonl were still guffawing.

To the best of my r=collection, it was That same
afternoon Tnat Lancasters arrived at this airfield we had been taken co anc #@s
were flown, about thirty bods per plane to RAF Beason. We were given &
marvelious reception by RAF persconel ang very pretty WAAFS, the 412 of wiilc
I had dreamed about DUL Nac ROL SEEN o S0 1o WE WEre granceg a i 2e
telephons csil to our relaztives. RS @y home on the pi &

rnear neigihbour anc ieft a message that 1 was

DS nomE i 2 8w d3avys LCLhe.



; CHAFTER S
SOUE FACTS, STATEMENTS AND PHOTOGEAP

Spike and 1 eventually met sgain in August 1990 in
foraonto whilst we were hoth visiting Canada: rougnly 245 vears later after bsing
oWt ot touch for many y2ars. In fact, whilst commuting weskly from Toronto to
Wassau in Wisconsin via O'Harg arpert in Chicage in the late seventias. | nao
scanned the Lhicago telsphone directories whilst waiting for connecting tlighnts
N madE nuLmer

= ous phone calls to many Molraw= 1 the area without locating
Spike. he later teid me that he livad i & suburb of Chicago and the telephan

dirRPcLorias :11; the airport would not have covered the area wWhere ke lived. Im
August 1791, Spilke, his wife Grace and | attended a reunton af the sx-F.0.W.
ASEociz2tion hela at warwick University. unfortunately my wife SDetty was not

w2l 2nough to be there too. e wers together guits a lot during That week o+
activity but apart from resumng our ol rivsalry at cribbage for a couple of

nouwrs: about whiioh we are still ciscussing who cheated and who won the thrse
games played, we did net msention our time together in Ssrmany and I con't

SLPREORE =ver will.

When Betty and 1 lived in Londaon in the immedizte
icnally met Jack Mills and his wifz Babs. [0 ans
in & Chinese restaurant close to Ficcadilly Circus bie
Bomber Commang reunion held in the Alkert Hail as =2
thisy and we had 2 daughter sach , theirs Barbara and ours
holiday together when the girls were about three or foul
ally, we both moved ang lost touch with =ach othar for man,
:,iq Fay Crompton of Merthyr Tvdfil that | was eventually
able to :r;n::;:t Jack ano Babs again but slthough we have spoksn on the ohone,
t actuaily met again. Sadly, BPabs died sarlier this y=ar.

viive ye2ars after being at RAF Coafard
reday and I met in the Conservative Club at Cannock, We o:d
e each othar whan we wer tirst re—introducecd oy a mutual ot
B&rs standing who previously did not bhave an inkling thst Jasck and I had
¥nown each other during the war years. Very soon Jack and 1 were chatiing away
28 i 1T were only wvesterday that we nad last mat.

i have written tc the last known addr F Fradoy Ba
I ba marvellous 14 somsday, we
it gpnly for a2 short while, we saw and went throws

From the diary kept by Jack Fersday, list=c below ars
the s 2f the fteliows 1 was with Barrack 42 Rocom 7 in Bankau, and hnope to
nave he pieasure of meeting ane ar two more of them sometime:-

Jack Laomfort 4rom S: and — pilot.

Hob Ssthel WO

Einger LCiga Leads - mavigator.

For Sioane gunnear.

Enowy Dowding - pilot

Bob Hall an American - pilot

Spike Mclraw an American in Canadian clothing GLNSar

Henry Yogel a South African wWog.

Taf+y Morgan a Welshman Snaineeaer.

Fr=ogdy Bird trom EBrentwood - snginssr.

Jack Milis from Longon navigator.

hariie Medlsnd from Exmouth - piict.

Harry Hnott Fran London - encinecr.

it 7Y hram Chesketr EngLn2E.

TEerry T an Aussie - gunasr.
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