Sloane 3467
Tel. No.—BotBoRN 3434y~
ATR MINISTRY,
2, Seville Street,

t{ndon s> S.W.1.
of $Pebruary, 1548,

Correspondence on the subject

of thiz letter should be

addressed to

THE UNDER-SECRETARY
OF STATE,

and should uc%et reference
Pl d T {3/ ide/So 11y CaseB. 2
Your Bel . oo 2

Madam,

I am directed to refer to your letter of 3rd February
1948, and to say that arrangements have now been made whereby
close relatives of members of the British forces who are buried
in countries in north west BEurope (Germany excepted) may visit
war graves by paying their return fares in sterling to a travel
agency in this country, and obtaining foreign exchange up to
210 on application to the Bank of England through any bank in
the United Kingdom.

An official scheme under which financial assistance
towards the cost of vists to war graves will be given to ncar
relatives in necessitous cases has been approved in principle,
but the date of its introduction has not as yet been decided om.
When this decision has been taken it is expected that a public
anmouncement will be made.

It is the intention of the Graves Registration and
Enquiry Service of the War Office to photograph the graves of
all service personnel. Some considerable time may elapse
before this task is completed, but you may rest assured that as
soon as photographs of the grave of your husband and his aircrew
companions are received one will be sent to you.

I am, Madam,
Your obedient /iervant -~
Mrs. Ae. H. Brown, .
13, Brookbottom Road, @
Radcliffe, - .
Lancs. g_,/i:i"’ ——

25! February 1948:

Referring to arrangements that could be made to visit the grave.

16



Di SLOANE 3467
Telephone : AIR MINISTRY,
{Casualty Branch)
2, SEVILLE STREET,

LONDON, S.W.i.

Correspondence on the subject of
this fetter should be addressed to

THE UNDER-SECRETARY
OF STAT

and should quote the re!etenca
MR VIRYITNE

Yoor Ref, .. . oo lgT

;.2 October, 1948.

Madain,

I am directed to forward for your
retention photogrgphs of the grave of your
husband 2209356 ; t A.H. Brown, who
is buried in ,evelghaA Communal Cemetery.

I am, iadam,
Your obedient Servant,

bo o oot

rs A.H. Brown,
13, Brookbottom RHoad,

Radcliffe,
Lancashire.

12t October1948:
These | think are the photographs to which the letter refers.

The headstone was eventually replaced by the standard War Graves Commission
version.
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. TELEPHONE : Bouxne ExD 304

TeLEGRAMS : IMPERL, WOOBURK GREEN

Ref.

FT/JW
IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES COMMISSION,
WooBurN House, WOOBURN GREEN,

Iice Wvcousg, Bucks.

| E}th November 1953

Dear Madam,

With reference to your letter forwarding
a contribution towards the cost of engraving the
inscription on the grave of the late
Sergeant A.H. Brown, I regret that the Commission
are unsble to supply photographs of graves as this
is not part of their duty. The British Legiaon,
49 Pall hall, London S.W.1 have a service by which
these may be obtained and if you would write to
them they would be able to assist you. In writing
you should quote the full location of the grave

which is as under:-

Wevelgem Communal Cemetery, Belgium,
Plot E, Grave No. 498.

Yours faithfully,

N
e/
4

¥ A AA { '(

Sécretary
o

o
Mrs. A. Sumner,
13 Brookbottom Road,
RADCLIYY¥E,
near lanchester,
Lancso ;

A A~

18% November 1953:
Mother contributed towards the inscription on the grave. Specifically the line “Duty
Nobly Done”.
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This photograph was taken in 1985 when Mother and | visited Wevelgem.
Some significant changes have been made since 1948:
FG Lebano must have been exhumed from Lichtervelt and reburied at Wevelgem.

The original grave containing the five bodies is now two graves.

The crew have been re-united.

The graves today are still the same and are cared for diligently by the Wevelgem
cemetary staff in conjunction with the Imperial War Graves Commission.
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BUGKINGHAM PALAGE

The Queen and I offer you our
heartfelt sympathy in your great

SOTrTrow.

We pray that your country’s
gratitude for a life so nobly given

in its service may bring you some

measure of consolation.

Mrs. A. He Brown.



